331.   LETTER TO ELIZABETH SHARPS
POST ANDHERI,
April 12, 1924
DEAR FRIEND,
It was good of you to have taken the trouble to write that
long letter1, I wish the problem was so simple as you state it.
It is terribly concrete for me. If I have a duty at all towards
fellow-creatures, I must think what it is in the face of those who
are simply skin and bone. Is there such a thing as the quality of
mercy and pity and love, and if there is, am I to say these men
and women who are dying of slow starvation and who are almost
naked, are, after all, reaping the fruit of their past karma and I
have no duty by them? Each for his own is the message for man.
As I write these Words in cold blood, I feel staggered, and if such
was the implication of the law of karma, I should become a rebel
against it. Fortunately it teaches me a different lesson. On the
one hand it insists on patience, and on the other it peremptorily
commands me to undo the past by rearranging the present. Believe
me, those politicians whom you are pleased to call vile are not
so vile as you think. You are young, as you say. I admire your
enthusiasm in this cause of spirituality. May I then, as an old
man, tell you that spirituality rejects the doctrine of acquiescence
in evil? The spirituality of India is made of much sterner stuff
than you imagine it is. I would ask you to pause and think.
Tour sincere friend,
MBS ELIZABETH SHARPS
SHRI KRISHNA NIVAS
(KATHIAWAR)
From a photostat: S.N. 8722